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Literature is the equation of
humanaty: Prof. Balaram Pani

Dr. Sanjay Verma & Avni Agarwal
Delhi School of Journalism

As Delhi University prepares for the Delhi
University Literature Festival 2026 (12-14
February), the campus is getting ready
for more than a gathering of writers
and readers. It is preparing for a shared
intellectual and cultural moment, one
that brings together students, teachers,
colleges, and ideas from across the
country.

In a conversation with Dr. Sanjay Verma,
Prof. Balaram Pani, Dean of Colleges,
University of Delhi, offered a powerful way
to understand literature and its role in a
university like DU. In his words:

“To me, literature is the mathematics of
the humanities.”

At first, the idea surprises. But as Prof. Pani
explains, literature works much like an
equation as it expresses complex realities
in simple forms. “What you explain in
10-15 pages,” he says, “the same thing
we express in mathematics through one
equation.” In the same way, a short poem
or a single shloka can capture the values

and struggles of an entire society.

For Prof. Pani, literature is not limited to
academics. “It has a very wide scope,” he
notes. “It is not only for academicians as
it caters to every human being.” Words
have the power to stay with young minds.
Sometimes, he says, “At times, a single
sentence stays in the minds of young
people,” which quietly shapes the way
they think and act.

This idea connects closely with the spirit
of DULF. With its 91 colleges and 87
departments, the University is deeply
diverse. Each college has its own identity
and culture. A common festival, Prof. Pani
believes, allows these different worlds to
meet. Diversity, he reminds us, is essential,
“If everything becomes one colour, it sums
up to being colourless.”

He also reflects on how literature festivals
have changed. Technology and digital
media have influenced reading habits, but
thevalue of books remains strong. Reading,
he says, is a kind of “brain exercise” that
keeps the mind active. At the same time,
today’s students need a holistic approach
where literature, music, theatre, films, and

|

Prof. Balaram Pani with Dr. Sanjay Verma

discussions exist together, making learning
engaging and inclusive.

Speaking about the DULF 1.0 theme,
Nation First: Unity in Diversity, Prof. Pani
compares the nation to a tree. If the tree
is strong, all its branches flourish. Unity, he
explains, does not erase diversity but adds
to its strength.

As the festival approaches, Prof. Pani
leaves a clear message for students,
teachers, and administrators alike: take
ownership of the festival. See it not as a
university event, but as your own because
when literature becomes the equation of
humanity, everyone plays a part in solving
it.



Editorial: From
viston to voice

Dr Sanjay Verma

Convener, Printing and Publishing
Committee & OSD, Delhi School of
Journalism

Universities have always been more than
Some festivals are planned. Others are
felt. The Delhi University Literature Festival
is both.

As we step into the festival days, we carry
forward a vision that was never limited to
planning sessions or inviting speakers. It
was about creating a space that reflects
what Delhi University has stood for over
the last hundred vyears: academic
excellence, cultural vibrance, and a deep
sense of national identity.

The inaugural edition of DULF is now
unfolding across the campus. Under the
guidance of our Hon’ble Vice Chancellor,
the University envisioned not only an
event, but a living platform where
literature, language, and creativity come
together in the service of a larger purpose.
That purpose is to nurture thoughtful
citizens who can contribute meaningfully
to society.

Our January edition marked the beginning
of this literary journey. This second edition
captures the energy of the moment.
Stages are being set, conversations are
underway, and students from across Delhi
University have stepped in as volunteers,
performers, photographers, editors, and
listeners. It is their participation that

transforms this event into a shared cultural !
experience.

What makes DULF distinct is its rootedness :
in India’s lived idea of unity in diversity.
There is no single language of literature :
here. There are many. '

From Hindi poetry and Urdu storytelling to :
Sanskrit recitations and English debates, :
the festival embraces the multilingual :
rhythm of the country. Expression is not :
bound by form, but flows through theatre, !
satire, music, film, and conversation. This :
vision has been brought to life through the :
tireless work of faculty mentors, student !
coordinators, and partner institutions. '

In this edition, we also feature the story of :
Bhagat Singh and the Vice Regal Lodge, :
reminding us that literature and revolution '
have always been closely linked. Ideas :
have power. Words have legacy. The act of :
writing, reading, or listening can often :
carry the spark of resistance and the :
promise of renewal. The Delhi University :
Literature Festival is one such spark. It is :
an open invitation to engage, reflect, and :
respond. The next few days will bring !
diverse voices to our campus. Some will '
raise questions. Some will offer answers. :
All will leave behind something to carry :
forward. Let this be a celebration of who !
we are and what we could become. A |
celebration of thought, culture, and the :
courage to imagine.
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Shri. Anoop Lather
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Agarwal, Kritikaa Gandhi & Megha Joshi)
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Stories on pages, voices on stage at DU
Literature Fest 1.0

Arjya Biswas and Shreyas Bajpai
Delhi School of Journalism

What happens when books meet real
voices? When books meet real voices,
stories stop living only on pages and
start feeling alive. University of Delhi is
organising Delhi University Literature
Festival 1.0, on the theme “Nation First:
Unity in Diversity,” from 12th to 14th
February in the North Campus, University
of Delhi. It is a space where ideas are
spoken, thought and shared through open
and meaningful conversations.

Books open the door to these ideas, voices
carry them forward, and discussions help
bring people closer. It is not about big
speeches or complex ideas, but about
simple talks that encourage listening,
understanding, and engagement with
books

The discussion at the festival celebrates
books and reading as a means to
understand society, culture, and different
perspectives. Books here are not treated
as something distant or academic, but
as something that helps people think,

speak, and learn about the world around
them. Alongside these discussions,
cultural events play an important role in
drawing people closer to literature and
culture, sparking curiosity, participation,
and a deeper interest in diverse cultural
expressions.

With an impressive line-up of more than
50 speakers, the festival brings together
voices of people from various fields and
expertise. These renowned and familiar
faces to the public come from diverse
professional backgrounds and are widely
recognised for their work. Their sessions
promise to connect ideas with real-
life experiences and issues that people
encounter every day.

Aditya Pittie, author of the book Viksit
Bharat India 2047, shared his enthusiasm
with the DU Literature Festival Social
Media team, saying, “I am delighted
to participate in the Delhi University
Literature Festival” Echoing a similar
sentiment, Vijay Chauthaiwale, senior
Indian political leader and strategist
associated with the Bharatiya Janata Party,
noted, “This event is a great opportunity

for all of us to express our love and
affection for the books and literature in
general.” Adding to the excitement, poet,
theatre actor, voiceover artist, and former
cricket commentator Neelesh Kulkarni
extended a warm invitation, saying, “I
look forward to seeing all of you there, do

come over.”

The festival gets even more engaging with
a list of speakers who are familiar faces to
the public. With Rajat Sharma, Anjana Om
Kashyap, and Rubika Liyaquat part of the
conversations, the discussions are likely to
touch upon the world of news, allowing
audiences interested in media to listen in
on it.

Adding a strong connection to history
and identity is K. K. Muhammad. His work
makes archaeology accessible in a simple
way, with an understanding of history
contributing to respect, balance, and unity
in today’s times.

The discussions also feel closer to everyday
life with Pankaj Tripathi. He is known for
his down-to-earth performances, and
his presence connects cinema with real
people and real issues, bringing further

excitement to the discussion.

Along with these speakers, other well-
known media personalities add energy
and warmth to the festival. Together,
they make the festival a friendly and open
platform where no one feels left out.
Anyone can sit, listen, think and engage.
It is less of a formal event and more of a
shared space for ideas and experiences.

In addition to the talks and conversations,
the festival also comes alive with cultural
performances. Music, dance, theatre, and
other art forms display the diverse cultures
of India. These performances bring back
the realisation that unity is not only talked
about but also experienced through art,
music, and celebration.

By bringing together books, media
voices, history, cinema, and cultural
performances, the festival brings a little
bit of something for everyone. The first
Literature festival at Delhi University is
more than just an event in the calendar. It
is a platform where people come together,
stories are shared, and the idea of unity in
diversity feels real and close to home.
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How law borrows its soul from literature

Dr. Vikas Singh & Avni Agarwal
Delhi School of Journalism

On a quiet February afternoon, inside
a university that has seen generations
of protestors and policymakers walk
its corridors, an idea is taking shape,
one that seeks to stitch together words
and a shared sense of belonging. Delhi
University’s first-ever Literature Festival,
themed “Nation First: Unity in Diversity,”
is not merely an event on the calendar, it
is an attempt to remind a diverse student
body of something deeply human: that
literature is not confined to books, but
flows through culture, law, memory, and
everyday life.

At the centre of this vision stands Prof.
Rajni Abbi, Chairperson, DULF Foundation
Committee and Director, South Campus,
University of Delhi, who is an academician,
an administrator, and above all, a lifelong
reader who believes that words have
the power to shape nations as much as
constitutions do. “This is the first time
we are doing a literature festival at the
university level,” she says.

“We felt that since this is the first
one, it had to be in the name of the
nation. The first theme sets the tone
for everything that follows.” That tone,
Prof. Abbi explains, is not accidental.
Inspired by Vice-Chancellor Prof. Yogesh
Singh’s consistent emphasis on youth and
national responsibility, the festival’s theme
attempts to re-centre nationalism, not as
rhetoric, but as lived practice. “When
we talk about nationalism,” she later
reflects, “we are not only talking about
borders. You and | can also practice it by
not polluting roads, by following rules, by
talking to each other with love even if we
come from different cultures.”

For Prof. Abbi, literature and national unity
are inseparable. She is candid about a
concernthat many educators quietly share,
that nationalism today often appears only
on ceremonial days. “Today’s children
become very nationalistic on 15th August
and 26th January,” she observes, “but the

rest of the year, it is forgotten.” Part of the
problem, she believes, lies in pedagogy.
Literature, however, offers an experience
ratherthananinstruction. “When students
see, listen, and experience literature,”
she says, “they learn something beyond
textbooks. That feeling of nationality
should reflect in everything.”

Organising a festival that seeks to
represent India’s staggering diversity
might seem daunting. Prof. Abbi disagrees.
“This is a central university. Students
come from everywhere. Even if we do a
small programme, we find folk dances,
different languages, different cultures.”
In fact, the challenge now is abundance.
She remarks that the overwhelming
number of invitees has made it difficult to
accommodate any further requests. “Our
screenings are going on what to show
and how to showcase it all in three days.”
The image she paints is one of creative
excess, often, a good problem to have. A
festival bursting with voices, ideas, and
performances, all competing for space, all
demanding to be heard.

As a professor of law by training, Prof.
Abbi embodies the interdisciplinary spirit
the festival celebrates. For her, law and
literature are not distant disciplines but
deeply entwined ways of understanding
life. “Law has always incorporated
literature,” she explains. “Many judges
have quoted from literature, Justice
Krishna lyer, Justice P.N. Bhagwati. When
something is said beautifully, it appeals
more.” Literature, she argues, makes
judgments more readable, more humane.
Her own journey reflects this synthesis. “I
did literature in my graduation and then
law. In my life, law and literature have
been the most important parts.”

One of the most striking moments in the
conversation comes when Prof. Abbi speaks
about learning from students. Recalling
the recent phenomenon of “bhajan
clubbing,” she admits, “l didn’t know
what it was. | saw reels on Instagram.”
What she discovered surprised her. “It’s
such a beautiful concept, not overly

religious, but meditative. Students are
singing, dancing, completely involved.”
She contrasts it with mindless partying.
“Instead of just discos and senseless
dancing, this makes a lot of sense.”
Her observation captures a crucial shift:
literature and cultural expression are no
longer confined to formal spaces. They
are evolving through reels and rhythms
shaped by the young.

Though the festival lasts only three days,
its ambition stretches far beyond. “People
will start asking when will it happen
next?” Prof. Abbi predicts. “Once it
becomes a success, we plan to do it every
year.” Set in an open space, the Rugby
Stadium offers free and open access to all.
Aligned with the festival’s aim to provide
a cultural platform where students from
across disciplines can meet, learn, and
be seen. With student volunteers, careful
planning, and no attempt to antagonize any
group, the festival hopes to create a space
of respect. Performances by the National
School of Drama (NSD), promise depth
without disruption. When asked about
literature that shaped her personally,
Prof. Abbi’s voice softens. She speaks of

Prof. Rajni Abbi

her father, who loved Urdu poetry, of
listening rather than reading, of poets like
Bashir Badr, Munawwar Rana, and Hari
Om Panwar, whose verses made her feel
“like blood is flowing.” She recalls being
fascinated by Gulzar’s Triveni, a three-line
poem that redefined poetic form. “A small
thing,” she reflects, “how a common man
sees it and how a poet imagines it, that is
fascinating.” It is this fascination that fuels
the festival’s vision.

As the Rugby Stadium transforms into four
gates representing North, South, East, and
West, cut-outs of dance forms greeting
visitors, the Delhi University Literature
Festival 1.0 promises not just content,
but memories. Something “people will
remember for many years.”

In a time when attention is fleeting, this
festival dares you to slow down, to listen,
to read, to feel. And in doing so, it reminds
us that literature, at its best, is not an
escape from life. It is life itself, written
beautifully.

(Interview by Khushboo Singh, Kritikaa
Gandhi, Megha Joshi)

Delhi University’s first literature festival reflects
the spirit of “Unity in Diversity”

Khushboo Singh
Delhi School of Journalism

The stage is set for Delhi University’s first-
ever literature festival, the Delhi University
Literature Fest 1.0. This three-day event,
which will be held from 12-14th February
2026 across multiple venues in North
Campus, would be bringing together
writers, scholars, eminent personalities,
and students from across the country to
celebrate India’s cultural diversity through
various programs and sessions.

The event is poised to become a platform
keen on representing and celebrating
India’s diversity in terms of languages and
cultural traditions. This literature fest is
rooted in the theme of “Nation First: Unity
in Diversity,” a feeling that will be revived
and revoked through a unique blend of
book discussions, speaker sessions, and
cultural performances.

The preparations for this landmark
event are already underway with much
enthusiasm, with nearly 1,000 student
volunteers involved in its organisation.
Students from various bodies, including
NCC, NSS and VCIS, will be part of different

organising committees, playing an active
role in organising the event and managing
sessions and events throughout the three
days. Unlike many literature festivals
that focus on a single language or follow
a bilingual format, the Delhi University
Literature Fest 1.0. aims to establish itself
to be more inclusive platform in terms of
linguistic and cultural diversity.

The festival seeks to represent the
linguistic and cultural diversity of India by
giving space to multiple Indian languages
and traditions. Keeping up with the spirit
of the Unity in Diversity theme, a key
highlight of the festival will be folk dance
performances organised in collaboration
with the Ministry of Culture, which will
showcase India’s diverse the regional art
forms and cultural traditions.

Speaking about the vision behind the
festival, Shri Anoop Lather, Chairperson
of Delhi University’s Culture Council and
one of the key organisers of the festival,
said that DULF has been designed to bring
diverse languages and cultures together on
asingle platform. He highlighted how Delhi
University itself reflects a unified Bharat,
with students and faculty coming not only

from across India but also from overseas
as well. Speaking on the theme “Nation
First: Unity in Diversity,” Prof. Ravi Prakash
Tekchandani, head of Delhi University’s
Department of Indian Languages & Literary
Studies (ILLS), remarked that literature
does not impose national integration and
unity, but instead flows naturally with it.
He remarked that Indian literature is the
blend of various linguistic traditions that
are interwoven together and enriches the
national identity. He stressed that the idea
of unity should not be viewed as “many
becoming one,” but rather as one nation
expressing itself through many languages.

Prof. Tekchandani emphasised that
student participation lies at the heart of
the Delhi University Literature Festival. He
said the festival seeks to create a shared
platform where students can engage with
encouraging dialogue across regions and
traditions.

Through  literary  discussions,  folk
performances and cultural exchange, DULF
aims to broaden students’ perspectives
and deepen their understanding of India’s
rich and multilingual cultural landscape.
Prof. Tekchandani pointed out that the

student engagement is at the core of Delhi
University Literature Festival. About it, he
said that the festival aims at providing a
common platform for students so that
they can interact with literature, folk
traditions, music and cultural expressions
in multiple Indian languages, therefore
fostering regional as well as traditional
dialogue.

By means of literary conversation and folk
presentation as well as cultural exchange,
DULF mission is to enrich students’
viewpoint and make their understanding
more profound about India’s rich and
multilingual cultural background.

In summation, this first annual Delhi
University Literature Fest 1.0 is adopting an
all-inclusive approach with the objective
of celebrating literature, in particular the
native literatures and also developing the
cultural sensitivity, linguistic awareness
and a deeper sense of belonging among
students, thus strengthening one key
point that the power of India rests on its
many voices speaking together.

(Interview By Avni Agarwal & Kritikaa
Gandhi)



Ram Madhav Ji
Politician, Strategist and
Writer

Ram Madhav is an Indian

politician and social leader. Dr

Madhav is currently the

President of India Foundation

(IF), a New Delhli—based Think
tank.

Rajat Kapoor Ji
Indian Actor, filmmaker and
playwright

Rajat Kapoor is a renowned
Indian actor, screenwriter,and
director recognized for his
work in parallel cinema and
independent films.

Sudhanshu Trivedi Ji
Senior Leader of BJP, and a
MP in Rajya Sabha

Dr. Sudhanshu Trivedi is an
engineer and politician. He is
currently serving as a Member
of Parliament and the
National Spokesperson of the
Bhartiya Janata Party.

Smt. Anjana Om Kashyap
Indian Journalist and Senior
Executive Editor at Aaj Tak

Anjana Om Kashyap is a
prominent Indian journalist
and Aaj Tak Managing Editor,
known for her assertive
anchoring on Halla Bol.

Aabhas K. Maldahiyar
Author, Architect and a Public
Speaker

Aabhas Maldahiyar is a
self-taught historian,
architect, and  published
author whose journey bridges
the built environment with
civilizational memory.
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Amitabh Agnihotri
Senior Journalist and Editor

Senior journalist and

President of the Editors Club

of India, Editor in chief at
Rashtravaani
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Uday Mahurkar
Indian Journalist, Political
Analyst and an Author

Uday Mahurkar is a
well-known aquthor, veteran
journalist and nationalist
thinker with deep insights into
various contentious issues
facing the nation.

Sandeep Balakrishna
Author, Editor and
Researcher

Sandeep Balakrishna is an
author, . editor, columnist,
public  intellectual and an
independent researcher. He is
the founder and chief editor of
Dharma . Dispatch and
contributin editor in
Prekshaa Journal.

Piyush Mishra
Indian Lyricist, Director and
Playwright

Piyush Mishra is an Indian film
actor, music director, lyricist,
singer, script and dialogue
writer, and a well known
theatre director and Hindi
playwright.

Prafulla Ketkar
Indian Author and Editor

Prafulla Ketkar, is the Editor,
Organiser (Weekly) since 2013.
He has an experience of over
20 years in the fields of
research, media and
academics.

Vijay Chauthaiwale Ji
Senior Indian Political Leader
and Strategist associated
with the BIP

Dr. Vijay Chauthaiwale is the

In-Charge of the Foreign

Affairs Department of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
since 2014.

K. K. Muhammad
Indian Archaeologist

He is an Indian archaeologist

who served as the Regional

Director of the Archaeological
Survey of India.

Neelesh Kulkarni
Author and Entrepreneur

Neelesh Kulkarni is a
management graduate,
entrepreneur, and acclaimed
author associated with
HarperCollins and Westland.

’

Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Indian Author

Dr. Sanjay Kumar is an
Human Potential Enabler,
Harvard Graduate and an
Ex-Pres. He is author of
bestselling autobiography

Katihar To Kennedy- The Road
Less Travelled

Dr. Hindol Sengupta
Author, Historians and
professor

Hindol Sengupta is a historian
and professor of international
relations at O.P. Jindal Global
University, known for his
award-winning  books on
Indian politics, culture, and
spirituality.
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Pankaj Tripathi
Indian Actor

Pankaj Tripathi is an Indian
actor, who predominantly
works in Hindi cinema and
has also appeared in some
English, Telugu, and Tamil
language films.

Disha Ahluwalia
Archaeologist and Writer

Disha  Ahluwalia is an
archaeologist specializing in
field archaeology and ancient
ceramics. Pursuing a PhD at
MSU Baroda, she studies the
Ghaggar Basin's landscape.

r

Col. Danvir Singh
Retired Army Officer and
Host

Col Danvir Singh (Retd) is a
decorated infantry officer,
strategic affairs analyst, and
host of a leading television
show on India’s military and
security issues.

David Frawlgly
Vedacharya and a Teacher

David Frawley is an American
Hindutva dactivist and  a
teacher of Hinduism. He is a
Vedacharya and one of the
leading éxponents of Vedic

knowlédge in an
interdisciplinar, approach
worldwide.

”
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Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa
Modern Spiritual Leader

Sri Chanchalapathi Dasa is
the Vice Chairman and
Co-Mentor of the Global Hare
Krishna Movement and Senior
Vice President of ISKCON
Bangalore.

LF Speaker Profiles

Sh. Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri
Indian Filmmaker and Author

Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri is a

powerful visionary in the

Indian film industry,

acclaimed for his directorial

ventures and incisive literary
works.

Dr, SK Manjul .
Archaeologist, Additional
Director and General of ASI

As the Additional Director
General, Dr. _ Manjul’'s
remarkable contributions to
Indian _ Archaeology are
exemplified through
excavations Rakhigarhi,
Bijnor, Barnawa, and Sinauli.

Air Commodore Rtd. (DR_
Ashminder Singh Bahal (Air

X . Force) .
Retired Airforce Officer and
Author

He is a_gallantry awarded
ex-IAF officer with"34 years of
experience in  opérations,
logistics, finance, and general
management.

Dr. Uday S Kulkarni
Author and Retired Surgeon
Commander

Surgeon Commander (Indian
Navy) Retd. Armed Forces
Medical College alumnus, Dr.
Kulkarni holds a Master’s in
General Surgery from the
University of Bombay.

Anand Narsimhan
Indian Journalist and Senior
Anchor

Anand Narasimhan is

Managing  Editor, Special

Projects and senior anchor at

CNN-News18. He writes

extensively on Indian politics
and sports.
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DULF Speaker les

Chandrachur Ghose
Indian Author and
Environmentalist

Chandrachur Ghose is a writer
on economics, environment,
history and politics.

. JayaJaitly .
Indian politician, activist,
author, Indian handicrafts
curator

Jaya, Jaitly is the former

president of the Samata Party,

a key allly of the NDA

Government (1998-2004), and

an eminent expert in_the

traditional a[tgpnd crafts of
ndia.

Hitesh Shankar
Journalist and Editor-in-chief

He is Creative Director of
award-winning documentary
‘Ropes in Their Hands’ and has
worked with wildlife
filmmakers ‘Bedi Brothers’ for
their series ‘Wild Adventures’.

Dr. Anirban Ganguly
Indian Politicianand
Researcher

Dr . Anirban  Ganguly is
Chairman_ & Trustee, Dr.
gyama Prasad _Mookerjee
esearch Foundation
{SI?MI-?F), the New Delhi based
hink _‘tank _of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)

Smita Prakash
Indian Journalist

Smita Prakash is a veteran

journalist with nearly two

decades of impactful
contributions.

Anant Vijay
Indian journalist and Author

Anant Vijay is a senior
journalist, columnist, and
author with over 25 years of
experience, he pens a weekly
column in Dainik Jagran.

Maj. Gen. Bishamber Dayal
Advisor and Consultant on
Defence

Advisor & Consultant on
Military Industrial Complex,
Equipment & weapon
Technologies and Defence
Acquisitions Procedures.

Shubhra Ranjan
Indian Academician and
Author

Shubhra Ranjan is one of
India's well-recognised
academicians and  policy
influencers in Political Science
and International Relations.

Sangram Singh
Indian Wrestler and
Motivational Speaker

Sangram Singh, is a renowned

Indian wrestler, and a beacon

of strength and resilience in
the world of sports.

. Shamika Ravi .
Indian Economist and Public
Policy Researcher

Dr. Shamika Ravi is an Indian
economist and public pohc[y
researcher. She  currently
serves as a member of the
Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Ministéer and as a
Secretary to the Government
of India

Mona Sreenivas Pruthi
Public Servant and Professor

Mona Sreenivas Pruthi began

her career as an English

teacher at Maharaja Agrasen
College, Delhi University.

Rubika Liyaquat
Indian Journalist and News
Anchor

Rubika Liyaquat is an Indian
journalist and television news
anchor, best known for
hosting the primetime show
Master Stroke on ABP News.

Dr. Anand Ranganathan
Indian Author and Scientist

SDr. Anand Ranganathan is a

professor at the Special Centre

for Molecular Medicine,

Jawaharlal Nehru University
(INU).

Sanjeev Newar
Indian Entrepreneur, Author
and Speaker

An eminent data scientist,

entrepreneur, best-selling

author, and speaker. He is an
expert in the Vedas.

o

Swati Goel Sharma
Indian Journalist

Swati Goel Sharma is an

Indian journalist and

columnist. She is currently a

senior editor at Swaragjya and

has previously worked with

Hindustan Times and The
Times of India.

Ankur Warikoo
Entrepreneur, Speaker,
Author and Content creator

Ankur Warikoo is an

entrepreneur, author, and

motivational speaker. He is

the founder of Nearbuy and is
widely

Aditya Pittie,
Entrepreneur, angel investor,
and policy thought leader.

Aditya Pittie is an
entrepreneur, angel investor,
and policy thought leader. He
leads the Pittie Enterprises
Group, a conglomerate with
interests in automotive
components, solar energy,
fintech, and real estate.

Shashi Shekhar Vempati
Technocrat, Columnist,
Policy Thinker and Author

He s co-founder of the
DeepTech for Bharat
Foundation, Shashi
champions India’s Al
ecosystem through the
‘Al4India’ initiative.

Rahul Shivshankar
Indian Journalist and
Editor-in-chief

Rahul is a distinguished
journalist, television anchor,
and author with over two
decades of experience across
print and broadcast media.

Dr. Hari Om Panwar
Indian Poet

Kavi Hariom Panwar is one of
the most renowned and
accepted Veer Ras Kavi. He
has been performing for many
decades now.

Rajat Sharma
Indian Journalist and
Editor-in-chief

He is a chairman and

Editor-in-Chief of India TV, is

best known for his popular
show ‘Aap Ki Adalat’.

Dr. Neena Verma
Indian Author and Researcher

She is a scholarly practitioner

& independent researcher of

"Grief and Growth", Re &

Coaching, primarily working

with strengths-based

approaches like Appreciative
Inquiry & more.

. Dinesh Mohan
Indian Model, Actor and a
Mental Health Advocate

Dinesh Mohan is a model,
actor, and mental . health
advocate from Delhi, _India.
He's known for redefining life
after . 50, overcoming
depression and obesity to lose
over 50 kg and enter the
worlds of fashion and film.

£

Aditi Chauhan
Indian Footballer

Aditi Chauhan is an Indian
former footballer who played
as a goalkeeper. She
represented the Indian
national football team.

Bhanu Sachdeva
Indian Swimmer

Bhanu  Sachdeva is a

distinguished Indian swimmer

who was honored with the

Arjuna Award in 1998 for his

outstanding achievements in
aquatics.
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A building that watched history turn: The Viceregal
Lodge, Delhi University

Dr. Anshula Garg & Shubhangi Kshitiza
Saurav
Delhi School of Journalism

Amid the lush expanse of Delhi University’s
North Campus, the Viceregal Lodge stands
as a rare architectural and historical
testament to the political, ideological
and institutional transitions that shaped
modern India. Now serving as the office
of the Vice-Chancellor, the stately white
colonial structure once functioned as
the interim seat of British governance in
India, bearing witness to administrative
authority, revolutionary detention and
landmark political negotiations within its
walls.

Constructed in 1902 as a Circuit House,
the building was initially intended to
accommodate travelling British officials. Its
purpose shifted decisively in 1911, when
King George V announced the transfer of
the imperial capital from Calcutta to Delhi.

With New Delhi still under construction
on Raisina Hill, the colonial administration
required an immediate operational
headquarters, prompting the expansion
and redesignation of the Circuit House as
the Viceregal Lodge.

Between 1911 and 1933, the Lodge
housed successive Viceroys of India,
including Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, Lord
Chelmsford, Lord Reading, Lord Irwin and
Lord Willingdon. For over two decades,
it functioned as a crucial site of colonial
decision-making, hosting administrative
deliberations, executive meetings and
political  consultations that shaped
governance during a critical period in
India’s history.

“The Viceregal Lodge is not just an
administrative building; it is a living
chronicle of India’s political and academic
evolution,” said Anoop Lather, Public
Relations Officer, University of Delhi and

Chairperson, DULF Central Coordination
Committee.” From being the nerve centre
of British governance to becoming part of
a premier public university, the structure
reflects how institutions and spaces are
reclaimed and repurposed in independent
India.”

Architecturally, the building exemplifies
Colonial Baroque design, marked by
semi-circular arches, lofty ceilings, thick
masonry walls and a continuous veranda
adapted to Delhi’s climatic conditions.

Following the relocation of the colonial
government to the Viceroy’s House in
1933, the estate was transferred to the
University of Delhi. Former ceremonial
halls were repurposed into offices and
libraries, symbolising a transition from
political authority to education and
research.

The Viceregal Lodge also houses significant

archival collections that document both
colonial administration and the university’s
formative years. These include files related
to the 1911 capital transfer, minutes of
Executive Council meetings, records of the
signing of the Irwin Pact, correspondence
between Viceroys and the India Office in
London, intelligence reports on nationalist
and student movements, and early
architectural plans of the North Campus.

According to university officials, these
archives offer scholars valuable insight
into both the bureaucratic machinery
of the British Raj and the resistance that
confronted it.

From a residence of colonial authority to
a site of revolutionary confinement and
finally to an academic nerve centre, the
Viceregal Lodge endures as a powerful
symbol of India’s journey from colonial rule
to democratic governance and intellectual
self-determination.
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Day 1 Schedule | 12t Feb

MULTIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - MAIN HALL

10:00 - 11:15 AM
Inaugural Session

11:30 AM -12:15 PM | Panel 1
AT UYH - Vijay Chauthaiwale

12:25 - 1:40 PMPanel 2
It HIeT & 91 - Smita Prakash

1:50 - 2:55 PM | Panel 3

et Extolling the Divine FeminineXPriyanka
Sharma Kaintura, David Frawley (Vamdev
Shastri)

3:00 - 3:45 PM | Panel 4
India and the Global Reset - Ram Madhav

3:50 - 4:55 PM | Panel 5

7T & yaraa: Exams That Shape the Nation -
Khan Sir, Shubhra Ranjan, Mona Srinivas
Pruthi

5:00 - 5:45 PM | Panel 6
UF 91T | A1 g - Piyush Mishra

RUGBY STADIUM

Cultural Performances - Day 1
Total Duration: 4 Hours 17 Minutes

Ramjas College — Ganesh Vandana (Kathak) — Solo — 5
mins

Defarjcment of Music — Saraswati Vandana (Vocal) — Group
— 5 mins

Department of Music — Instrumental Classical — Group — 5
mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Odissi Dance — Solo — 5
mins

Maitreyi College — Classical Dance (Shruti) — Solo — 5 mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Bharatanatyam — Solo — 5
mins

Defarjcment of Music — Bengali Folk Vocal (Anushka) — Solo
— 5 mins

Department of Music — Raag Vrindavani Sarang (Neeladri)
— Solo — 5 mins

Maitreyi College — Haryanvi Folk Dance (Mansi) — Solo — 5
mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Theyyam Folk Dance —
Group — 10 mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Fusion Dance — Group — 10
mins

SGND Khalsa College — Gidda & Bhangra — Group — 10 mins
Sri Aurobindo College — Classical Dance — Duet — 10 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Kathak (Palak Shrestha) — Solo —
5 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Punjabi Folk Vocal (Sonakshi Jain)

— Solo — 5 mins .

sRam Lal Anand College — Assamese Vocal (Darbi) — Solo —
mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Haryanvi Vocal (Anuja) —
Solo — 5 mins

”XII__EIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - UPPER FLOOR

T1:30 AM - 12:45 PM | Panel 7

9 - Col. (Rtd.) Danveer Singh (Army), Air Commodore
(Rtd.) (Dr) Ashminder Singh Bahal (Air Force), Capt.
(Rtd.) Shyam Kumar (Navy), Maj. Gen. (Rtd.) Bishamber
Dayal (Army)

1:00 - 2:15 PM | Panel 8
Khelo India - Sangram Singh, Aditi Chauhan, Banu
Sachdev

2:30 - 3:30 PM | Panel 9
Unsung Hero Panel - (Details to be shared shortly)

3:45 - 5:00 PM | Panel 10
d<a: 4th Pillar of Democracy - Shashi Shekar Vempati,
Hitesh Shankar, Anant Vijay

4:50 - 5:30 PM | Panel T
STt a1 9+ ¥4, F@t Tg+ i - Hari Om Panwar

SHANKAR LAL CONCERT HALL

Theatre Performances | National School of Drama
02:30 PM | Gudiya Ki Shaadi

A Hindi play set in a small Bundelkhand town, narrating
the story of Gudiya, a young woman judged constantly
for her appvvearance. Despite social ridicule and familial
pressures, Gudiya's optimism and inner strength reflect
a philosophy of life rooted in simplicity, dignity and
resilience. The play addresses prejudice, gender
expectations and emotional endurance through
humour and poignancy.

Shaheed Bhagat Singh College — Devbhoomi Pahadi Folk
Dance — Group — 10 mins

Maitreyi College — Haryanvi Folk Dance — Group — 15 mins

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Eve.) — Bhangra — Group — 10
mins

SGND Khalsa College — Bhangra — Group — 10 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Carnatic & Hindustani Classical
Vocal Jugalbandi — Duet — 8 mins

Department of Music — Sargam Instrumental Ensemble —
Group — 10 mins

Motilal Nehru College (Eve.) — Bhojpuri Vocal Choir — Group
— 8 mins

Motilal Nehru College (Eve.) — Pahadi Vocal Choir — Group —
8 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Haryanvi Folk Dance — Group —10
mins

Ramjas College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins

Rajdhani College — Rajasthani Folk Dance — Group — 10
mins

Motilal Nehru College (Eve.) — Folk Dance — Group — 10
mins

Motilal Nehru College (Eve.) — Kathak & Bharatanatyam —
Duet — 8 mins

Fogeig.n Students’ Registry — Dance Performance — Group
— 5 mins

Fogeig_n Students’ Registry — Dance Performance — Group
— 5 mins

Maitreyi College — Folk Dance (Shweta) — Solo — 5 mins

Fogeig.n Students’ Registry — Dance Performance — Group
— 5 mins

6:00 PM onwards: Cultural Evening: Kavi
Sammelan
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Day 2 Schedule | 13t Feb

MULTIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - MAIN HALL

9:30 - 11:30 AM
Dastangoi

11:35 AM -12:25 PM | Panel 12
Not So Out of Syllabus
Ankur Warikoo

12:35 - 1:50 PM | Panel 13

Ty g9: India’'s Moral Compass —
Leadership and the Nation

Hindol Sengupta, His Grace Chanchalapati Dasa,
Anand Narsimhan

Dharma,

2:00 - 3:15 PM | Panel 14

aea arg: Understanding Bharat Beyond Colonial
Frames

Dr. Uday S. Kulkarni, Uday Mahurkar, Prafulla
Ketkar

3:25 - 4:10 PM | Panel 15
GICED)
Pankaj Tripathi

4:15 - 5:00 PM | Panel 16

T AT
Anjana Om Kashyap

5:05 - 6:15 PM | Panel 17
=T a1 <i9=: A Dialogue on Mental Wellbeing
Rakhi Kapoor, Dr. Neena Verma, Dinesh Mohan

RUGBY STADIUM

Cultural Performances - Day 2
Total Duration: 4 Hours 18 Minutes

Shaheed Bhagat Singh College — Saraswati Vandana (Vocal)
— Group — 4 mins

Shaheed Bhagat Singh College — Classical Vocal Medley —
Group — 10 mins

Department of Music — Veena & Flute (Radhika & Saumya) —
Duet — 8 mins

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Eve.) — Raag Bhairav (Armaan
Ali) — Solo — 5 mins

Sri Aurobindo College — Ye Honsla (Vocal) — Solo — 5 mins
Sh aTna Pgasqd Mukherji College for Women — Odissi Dance
— Solo — 5 mins

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women — Classical
Dance — Duet — 8 mins

Shaheed Bhagat Singh College — North-East Folk Dance —
Group — 10 mins

Ramanujan College — Classical Dance — Solo — 10 mins

Department of Music — Mitti da Baba (Punjabi Folk) — Solo
— 5 mins

SGEr:lD Khalsa College — Rangi Saari Gulabi Chunariya — Solo
— 5 mins

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Eve.) — Bhajan — Solo — 5 mins
Hansraj College — Raag Malkauns — Solo — 5 mins
Janki Devi Memorial College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins

Janki Devi Memorial College — Classical Fusion Dance —
Group — 10 mins

Sh?/ama Prasad Mukherji College for Women — Kuchipudi —
Solo — 5 mins

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women — Kalbeliya
Folk Dance — Group — 10 mins

AIU — Bengali Baul Folk Vocal — Solo — 5 mins

MULTIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - UPPER
FLOOR HALL

1:30 - 2:30 PM | Panel 18

= AT #19H T@d g Knowledge, Creativity
and Society

Sanjeev Newar, Swati Goel Sharma

4:00 - 4:45 PM | Panel 19
Katihar se Kennedy via DU
Dr. Sanjay Kumar

4:45 - 6:00 PM | Panel 20

Je gTaew: A Hundred Years of Awakening
Nation’s Soul

Chandrachur Ghose, Dr. Anirban Ganguly

SHANKAR LAL CONCERT HALL
01:00 PM - Theatre Master Class

Shantanu Ghosh, Dean (Academic Affairs), National
School of Drama

02:30 PM - Kaal Roopam

A one-act play inspired by a true incident from Etawah
(1985), exploring transmigration of the soul and the
eternal nature of motherhood. The play reflects on love
identity, death and spiritual continuity beyond physma[
existence.

Department of Music — Raag Durga — Trio — 8 mins
Department of Music — Raag Multani — Solo — 5 mins
Department of Music — Dadra — Solo — 5 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Chhath Geet — Duet — 5 mins
Hansraj College — Folk Dance — Solo — 5 mins

Lady Shri Ram College — Fusion Dance — Group — 10 mins

Vivekananda College — Andhra Folk Dance — Group — 10
mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Violin Instrumental — Solo — 5
mins

AIU — Youth Festival Vocal — Group — 4 mins

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Eve.) — Rajasthani Vocal Choir —
Group — 8 mins

Rajdhani College — Vocal Performance — Solo — 5 mins

Rajdhani College — Uttarakhand Folk Dance — Group — 10
mins

Aditi Mahavidyalaya — Haryanvi Folk Dance — Group — 10
mins

Dastjlat Ram College — Bharatanatyam (Avni Pandey) — Solo
— 5 mins

Daulat Ram College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins
Mata Sundri College for Women — Gidda — Group — 10 mins

Mata Sundri College for Women — Dance Performance —
Group — 10 mins

Department of Punjabi — Jugni (Punjabi Folk) — Duet — 8
mins

Department of Music — Marathi Vocal — Solo — 5 mins

Department of Music — Bhojpuri Vocal — Solo — 5 mins
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Day 3 Schedule | 14" Feb

MULTIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - MAIN
HALL

10:00 - 11:15 AM | Panel 21
Prime Time
Rubika Liyaquat, Rahul Shivshankar

11:15 AM -12:30 PM | Panel 22
Fr19sh: A Dialogue on History and Archaeology
K. K. Muhammad, Disha Ahluwalia

12:30 - 1:30 PM | Panel 23
T 39T g W
Sudhanshu Trivedi

1:30 - 2:15 PM | Panel 24
Cinema and TTg 99
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri

2:15-3:30 PM | Panel 25

F9T: A Civilisational Dialogue

Aabhas Maldahiyar, Sandeep Balakrishna,
Neelesh Kulkarni

3:30 - 4:15 PM | Panel 26
DU Ki Adalat
Rajat Sharma

4:15 - 5:00 PM | Panel 27
qare
Amitabh Agnihotri

RUGBY STADIUM

Cultural Performances - Day 3
Total Duration: 4 Hours 05 Minutes

Holy Family College of Nursing — Fusion Dance —
Group — 10 mins

Department of Music — Tabla Ensemble — Group — 10
mins

Department of Music — Raag Basant — Solo — 5 mins
Department of Music — Raag Bahar — Solo — 5 mins
Hansraj College — Bharatanatyam — Solo — 5 mins
Janki Devi Memorial College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins

Zakir Husain Delhi College (Eve.) — Semi-Classical
Dance — Group — 10 mins

Sri Aurobindo College — Bhojpuri Vocal — Solo — 5
mins

Sri Aurobindo College — Patriotic Vocal Duet — 8 mins

Department of Music — Himachali Folk Vocal — Solo —
5 mins

Department of Music — Abhang — Solo — 5 mins
Department of Music — Raag Bilawal — Solo — 5 mins
Janki Devi Memorial College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins

Vivekananda College — Semi-Classical Dance — Group
— 10 mins

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women —
Bharatanatyam — Solo — 5 mins

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women — Sattriya
— Solo — 5 mins

Bharati College — Manipuri Folk Dance — Group — 10 mins

MULTIPURPOSE HALL (MPH) - UPPER
FLOOR HALL

2:15 - 3:00 PM | Panel 28
AT HT AT @2047
Aditya Pittie

5:00 PM onwards

VALEDICTORY SESSION

Cultural Evening: Dance Ensemble in
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture
(Folk and Tribal Dances of various states of
India)

SHANKAR LAL CONCERT HALL

02:30 PM
Wrong Turn

A gripping psychological and courtroom drama
that examines ambition, guilt and moral
consequence. The narrative follows a successful
advertising professional whose denial of
wrongdoing slowly collapses, culminating in a
powerful reflection on natural justice.

Department of Music — Dadra Vocal — Solo — 5 mins
Department of Music — Nazrul Geeti — Solo — 5 mins
Bharati College — Fusion Dance — Solo — 5 mins

Kirori Mal College — Fusion Dance — Group — 10 mins

IP_College for Women — Bihu Dance — Group — 10
mins

SGND Khalsa College — Gidda — Group — 10 mins
Department of Music — Bhajan — Solo — 5 mins

Department of Music — Oriya Vocal (2 Songs) — Solo —
8 mins

Department of Music — Himachali Vocal (2 Songs) —
Solo — 8 mins

Department of Music — Ghazals (2) — Solo — 8 mins

Rajdhani College — Instrumental Music — Solo — 5
mins

Rajdhani College — Odissi Dance — Solo — 5 mins
Rajdhani College — Classical Dance — Solo — 5 mins
Daulat Ram College — Kathak — Solo — 5 mins
Daulat Ram College — Odissi — Solo — 5 mins

Ram Lal Anand College — Semi-Classical Dance — Solo
— 5 mins

AlU — Choreography — Group — 8 mins
AIU — Vocal Performance — Solo — 5 mins

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women —
Classical Vocal Choir — Group — 10 mins
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