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‘Tol Mol Ke Bol’: Smita Prakash on reading, Al and

Ishita Arora
Delhi School of Journalism

Senior journalist and ANl  Editor
Smita Prakash underlined the need
for discernment in reading, speaking
and consuming digital content, as she
addressed students on the opening day of
the three-day Delhi University Literature
Festival (DULF). Speaking at a session
titled “Tol Mol Ke Bol,” Prakash reflected
on reading habits, journalism, technology
and the growing influence of artificial
intelligence, urging young audiences to
value discernment as much as access.

Moderated by Professor Anil Rai, the
session unfolded as a wide-ranging
conversation that blended personal
experience with larger social and
democratic concerns. Prakash began by
tracing her own relationship with reading,
recalling a childhood shaped by books
rather than screens. Growing up in an
environment with minimal distractions
such as television or social media, she
said, allowed her to develop a sustained
and intimate connection with reading
from an early age. Libraries, she noted,
were central to this journey, while books
accompanied her not only in formal
study but also during travel and leisure,

becoming a constant presence rather than
an academic obligation. She stressed that
engagement with literature is rooted in
curiosity, a fundamental human impulse
that drives learning, questioning and
reflection. Observing that curiosity today
often expresses itself through fashion,
entertainment, popular culture and
celebrity lives, she cautioned against
viewing this shift through a purely negative
lens. Instead, she framed it as a reflection
of evolving social priorities and cultural
contexts.

She further pointed out that it is not only
what people read, but how they read, that
reveals deeper truths about society. In
an era marked by relentless information
flow, Prakash emphasised the importance
of conscious selection. Choosing what to
watch, where to learn from and what to
internalise has become a critical skill, she
argued, particularly in digital spaces where
content is abundant but not necessarily
meaningful.

Describing the present moment as one
defined by accelerated change, Prakash
said artificial intelligence is increasingly
becoming integral to both journalism
and creative fields. She underlined that
adapting to such technologies is no longer
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optional. Those who refuse to engage
with Al and digital tools, she warned,
risk professional irrelevance. Addressing
concerns around smartphones, social
media platforms and emerging digital
technologies, Prakash said fear and
avoidance were unproductive responses.
These tools, she argued, must be
understood rather than rejected.

She praised Delhi University for
representing unity in diversity, describing
the institution as a reflection of India’s
pluralistic social fabric. With students
from varied regions, languages, and
backgrounds, the university, she noted,
embodies coexistence and dialogue in
everyday practice. This diversity, she
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Prof. Anil Rai with Smita Prakash

suggested, strengthens the intellectual
environment by exposing students to
multiple perspectives. Within this context,
she expressed reservations about the
growing prevalence of cancel culture in
academic and public spaces. Dissent,
particularly within universities, she said,
must be approached with sensitivity,
openness and a willingness to listen.

As the discussion drew to a close, it
reinforced the festival’s central theme by
underscoring that unity in diversity is not
merely a slogan, but a practice sustained
through thoughtful speech, attentive
listening and informed participation,
principles at the heart of “Tol Mol Ke Bol.”
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Editorial: When
the first voice rises

Dr Sanjay Verma

Convener, Printing and Publishing
Committee & OSD, Delhi School of
Journalism

Every festival has a beginning. But not
every beginning carries the quiet electricity
of collective anticipation. The opening day
of the Delhi University Literature Festival
was one such moment.

There was a stillness before the inaugural
lamp was lit - not of silence, but of
expectancy. Faculty members, students,
writers, guests, volunteers - all gathered
around not merely to witness a ceremony,
but to become a part of something that
felt larger than a scheduled programme. In
that shared pause, one could sense that
the campus itself was preparing to listen.

Universities are often described as spaces
of instruction. Yet, on this day, the
University revealed itself as something
more - a meeting ground of voices. The
inaugural address did not simply declare
the festival open; it affirmed the belief
that literature remains one of the most
powerful  mediums through  which
societies examine themselves. It reminded
us that words are not ornamental. They
are formative.

The first sessions that followed, carried
this spirit forward. Ideas were introduced

with conviction, questions were raised
with curiosity, and conversations unfolded
without haste. What was most striking
was not the applause, but the
attentiveness. Halls were not merely filled;
they were engaged. Students leaned
forward, not out of obligation, but out of
interest. A literature festival is not
measured only by the eminence of its
speakers. It is measured by the quality of
listening it inspires. On the very first day, it
became evident that this campus was
ready to participate - not as passive
spectators, but as thoughtful contributors
to a dialogue.

Beyond the formal stage, the festival
began to breathe in the university’s quieter
corners. In the book stalls where readers
paused over titles. In corridors where
discussions continued beyond session
timings. In the steady, tireless work of
student volunteers, ensuring that the
event moved seamlessly. These gestures,
though less visible, shape the character of
a festival.

The Delhi University Literature Festival has
stepped into its journey with assurance.
The vision articulated at the inauguration
now finds resonance in conversation. And
as we move into the coming days, what
lies ahead is not merely a series of sessions,
but the unfolding of a shared intellectual
experience.
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Public Apology

In the second issue of the Delhi University Literature Festival Newsletter
(Page 06), the photographs of Mr. Sudhanshu Trivedi, senior leader of
the Bharatiya Janata Party and Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha),
and Mr. Vijay Chauthaiwale, senior political leader and strategist
associated with the BJP, were inadvertently interchanged.

We sincerely regret this printing error and the oversight. The correction
is noted, and we assure our readers that greater care will be taken to
avoid such inaccuracies in future editions.
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India in 2047 will be a Nation of Innovations asserts
Vijay Chauthaiwala at DU Literature Festival

Shubhangi Kshitiza Saurav
Delhi School of Journalism

Leadership embedded in intuition,
innovation steered by youth, and national
service ushered by conscience were at the
core of the “Rashtra Pratham” session of
DULF in which Vijay Chauthaiwala, Head
of the BJP’s Foreign Affairs Department,
in a freewheeling conversation spoke to
Vice-Chancellor Professor Yogesh Singh,
offering students insights into politics,
governance and the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047.

Setting the tone, Professor Singh described
Chauthaiwala as a quiet practitioner of the
“Rashtra Pratham” spirit ,someone who
had moved from a successful scientific and
corporate background into public life with
a deeper sense of purpose. He remarked
that individuals like him contribute not
merely to institutions or organisations, but
to the broader project of nation-building.
During the conversation, the VC recalled
a personal memory from an earlier
meeting in Ahmedabad. Reflecting on that
interaction, he recounted Chauthaiwala’s
words: “Shayad mera janm hi Bharat maa
ki seva ke liye hua hai.” The recollection
offered a glimpse into the speaker’s
personal conviction and the value system
guiding his career choices.

When asked about the transition
from a scientific career to political life,
Chauthaiwala described the move as
unplanned. He admitted that there was
some hesitation initially, but as a scientist,
he approached politics as an experiment.
Reflecting on more than a decade in public
life, he stated that he had never regretted
the decision. He identified perseverance
as the key quality that connects scientific
research, entrepreneurship, and political
work, noting that all three require

sustained effort, patience, and resilience.

The discussion also addressed decision-
making in politics, particularly the balance
between data and intuition. Chauthaiwala
acknowledged the growing role of
analytics, but emphasised that leadership
ultimately depends on intuition. According
to him, numbers and surveys may provide
direction, but effective political judgement
requires an understanding of people’s
emotions, aspirations, and social realities.

On the relationship between ideology
and outcomes, he advocated a balanced
approach. Ideology, he explained, offers
moral direction and clarity of purpose,
while governance demands pragmatism
to deliver results. He cited major policy
decisions as examples of how ideological
conviction must be supported by
administrative preparedness and practical
execution.He cited the example of
Abolition of Article 370 which was very
well conducted and managed. The session
also explored India’s global engagement,
particularly in relation to strategic
partnerships. Chauthaiwala identified
Israel as a natural partner, noting the
significance of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s historic visit. He emphasised that
diplomatic relations should be guided
by national interest and mutual respect,
rather than rigid or ideological alignments.

In lighter moments, the discussion touched
upon his academic interests and personal
inclinations.  Chauthaiwala  described
himself primarily as a biotechnology
scientist and admitted that he still misses
his laboratory work. He noted that
scientific thinking continues to shape his
political approach. If he were a student
today, he said, he might consider studying
music alongside science, reflecting his
appreciation for creativity and the arts.

Hon'ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Yogesh Singh with Vijay Chauthaiwala

During a rapid-fire exchange, he described
the BJP as a synthesis of leadership,
organisation, ideology and mass connect,
while identifying leadership as the central
pillar. He credited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah for their strong
connection with the public, referring to
Narendra Modi as the principal driving
force behind the party’s national and
international appeal.

When asked what he would prioritise if
given five years to reshape the national
scenario, Chauthaiwala pointed to
affordable healthcare as a sector with
significant transformative potential. He
argued that accessible healthcare could
have a direct and meaningful impact on
people’s lives across the country. Looking
ahead to the vision of “Viksit Bharat 2047,”
Chauthaiwala expressed strong confidence
in India’s youth. He emphasised the role
of innovation, entrepreneurship, and
startups in shaping the country’s future,

observing that risk-taking and creative
thinking are increasingly defining the
younger generation. *He articulated this
vision succinctly, stating, “India in 2047
will be a Nation of Innovations.”*

The session concluded with reflections
on conscience, creativity, and service to
the nation. Thoughtfully moderated by
Professor Yogesh Singh, the conversation
offered students and attendees an
insightful perspective on leadership rooted
in conviction rather than visibility.

Chauthaiwala very strongly said that
“Bharat me Rashtra Pratham ki bhavna
sabke andar hai“. By tracing Chauthaiwala’s
journey from science to public life, the
discussion reinforced the central theme of
the festival, presenting “Rashtra Pratham”
not as a slogan, but as a lived philosophy
shaped by perseverance, innovation, and
national commitment.
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Session on Global Relevance of Vedic Knowledge Explores
Consciousness, Culture, and Contemporary Thought at DU
Literature Festival

Ishita Arora
Delhi School of Journalism

As part of the Delhi University Literature
Festival organised under the theme
“Nation First: Unity in Diversity,” a thought-
provoking session titled “Global Relevance
of Vedic Knowledge Today” examined the
continuing significance of India’s ancient
philosophical traditions in a rapidly
evolving modern world. The session
featured Dr. David Frawley, also known
as Pandit Vamadeva Shastri, and writer
and mythology scholar Priyanka Sharma
Kaintura, and witnessed the launch of
three books authored by Dr. Frawley.

Dr. David Frawley shared reflections on
his journey from a Western academic
background to becoming a prominent
scholar of Vedic traditions. He spoke
about how this transformation was
largely unplanned and evolved through
encounters with teachers and disciples.
His immersion into Sanskrit, Vedic
mantras, and Indian spiritual traditions,
he explained, developed organically rather
than through deliberate intent, shaping his
identity as Pandit Vamadeva Shastri over
time.

Addressing the central theme of the
session, Dr. Frawley emphasised the
enduring relevance of Vedic knowledge
in the contemporary world. He described
India as one of the world’s great
civilisations, rooted in a cultural and
spiritual heritage that connects humanity
to a shared wuniversal consciousness.
According to him, Vedic philosophy
teaches the interconnectedness of all
beings and encourages an understanding
of existence as part of a unified whole.
He suggested that this worldview offers
valuable guidance in addressing global
challenges marked by division and
fragmentation.

Dr. Frawley also drew attention to the
perception gap surrounding Vedic
knowledge, noting that audiences often
respond more readily to Western voices
discussing Indian spiritual traditions than
to Eastern scholars presenting the same
ideas. He pointed to the mindset of the
receiving audience and the manner of
presentation as factors influencing this
preference, raising broader questions
about authority, validation, and cultural
self-confidence in the transmission of
indigenous knowledge systems.

Priyanka Sharma Kaintura shared her
own unconventional journey into the
study of Indic thought. Having spent over
two decades in the corporate sector, she
explained how her engagement with
mythology emerged through pattern
recognition in everyday professional life.
She described observing parallels between
mythological archetypes and corporate
roles, drawing symbolic comparisons
between leadership structures and
deities from the Hindu pantheon.
In  her interpretation, organisational
power, balance, and execution mirrored
mythological frameworks, allowing
her to connect ancient narratives
with contemporary experiences. She
elaborated on how she associated
creative and analytical technologies such
as artificial intelligence with the principle
of Brahma, highlighting their capacity
to create, structure, and analyse. These
correlations, she noted, emerged from
lived experience rather than abstract
theory, forming the foundation of her
work as a mythology activist who seeks
to distinguish myth from mythology while
making ancient concepts accessible to
modern audiences.

Discussing her book ‘Mahadevi’, she
explored the concept of femininity beyond
conventional frameworks. She presented
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femininity as a non-binary principle rather
than a gendered identity or social role.
According to her, femininity represents
collaboration, cooperation, and balance,
values that are essential for both personal
and societal growth. She explained that
the writing process involved addressing
internal contradictions and questions
through scientific, philosophical, and
analytical approaches to ensure clarity of
thought and accessibility for readers.

The session also addressed the
relationship between Vedic knowledge
and holistic well-being. Speaking on
medical astrology, Dr. Frawley discussed
the idea of the individual as intrinsically
connected to the universe. He emphasised
the importance of harmony between the
human body, mind, and cosmic forces,
suggesting that Vedic sciences encourage
an inward realisation that the universe
exists within the individual just as the
individual exists within the universe.
This perspective, he noted, promotes
balance, awareness, and responsibility

toward both self and environment. In
the latter part of the session, Dr. Frawley
reflected on India’s cultural resurgence
and the efforts made to preserve and
promote its civilisational heritage. He
acknowledged initiatives undertaken to
sustain traditional knowledge systems and
bring them into contemporary discourse.
Reiterating the philosophical core of
Vedic thought, he emphasised the idea of
shared consciousness, underscoring that
despite physical or ideological boundaries,
humanity exists within the same universe
and shares a common planetary and
spiritual existence.

The session concluded with reflections
on unity, consciousness, and cultural
continuity, reinforcing the festival’s
broader theme by highlighting how ancient
wisdom can inform modern identities and
global understanding. Through dialogue
between tradition and modernity, the
discussion underscored the relevance
of Vedic knowledge in fostering unity in
diversity in today’s interconnected world.

‘India gave a voice to the Global South, will
always be part of solutions, not wars’
Ram Madhav

Shubhangi Kshitiza Saurav
Delhi School of Journalism

At a time when global politics is marked
by armed conflicts, economic uncertainty
and shifting power equations, India has
positioned itself as a voice for developing
nations and a proponent of dialogue over
confrontation, said political thinker Ram
Madhav at the Delhi University Literature
Festival.

Madhav in conversation with Prof Shree
Prakash Singh, Vice-Chancellor Hemwati
Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University,
on the theme India and the Global Reset:
Strategic Autonomy in a Changing World
Order, asserted that “India gave a voice to
the Global South. We will never be a party
to war; we will always be a party to the
solution to war. ”

Madhav began by situating India’s foreign
policy within its historical trajectory.
He recalled how, during the tenure of
Jawaharlal Nehru, India adopted the
doctrine of the Non-Aligned Movement

(NAM) as a response to Cold War
polarities. That phase, he suggested, was
rooted in the need to preserve sovereignty
and avoid entanglement in ideological
blocs. However, the contemporary world
demands a different approach. India
today, he argued, does not follow non-
alignment in the classical sense; rather,
it practices “multi-alignment,” engaging
simultaneously with multiple power
centres based on national interests. He
emphasized that strategic autonomy
remains the core principle guiding
Indian diplomacy. India’s largest trade
partnership may be with the United States,
yet it continues to maintain longstanding
defence and energy ties with Russia. This
balanced engagement, he noted, reflects
a pragmatic foreign policy driven not by
ideological alignments but by concrete
national priorities. Highlighting India’s role
in the G20, Madhav highlighted how the
country successfully brought diverse and
often conflicting nations to a common
platform, including Russia, during a period
of global tensions. He described this as
evidence of India’s growing credibility

I TR e

Ram Madav with Moderator Prof. Shree Prakash Singh

as a mediator and consensus-builder.
Referring to the ongoing Ukraine conflict,
he observed that it was essentially a
European war with global consequences.
India, he asserted, chose not to be a party
to the conflict but to contribute toward its
resolution. By amplifying the concerns of
developing nations, India has emerged as
a leading voice of the Global South. In this

o

context, he remarked that while Pakistan’s
future remains uncertain even to itself,
India’s trajectory reflects confidence,
stability, and rising global influence. The
session culminated with reflections on
India’s potential to shape the emerging
world order through dialogue, balance
and issue-based cooperation rather than
confrontation.
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A Brighter Sporting Future for India: Vision

Shared at Delhi University Literature Festival

Yash Vardhan Singh
Delhi School of Journalism

The inaugural edition of the Delhi
University Literature Festival (DULF)
offered an engaging crossover between
literature and athletics through a special
segment dedicated to the Khelo India
initiative,  highlighting the growing
significance of sports as a viable and
evolving career path in India.

The session featured distinguished guests
Arjuna Awardee and former National
swmming champion Bhanu Sachdeva
and noted speaker Geeta Parasher, who
shared their perspectives on India’s
sporting future and the expanding
opportunities in sports and athletics.

F -

Opening the discussion, Bhanu Sachdeva
emphasized the changing perception
of sports in India. He noted that sports
today are no longer confined to physical
performance but have emerged as
a serious academic and professional
discipline. Addressing contemporary
challenges, he pointed out that the
growing influence of social media
often leads to distractions and mental
stress among youth. As solutions, he
advocated meditation, discipline, and
proper nutrition as essential elements for
athletes striving for excellence

Sharing his optimism for India’s sporting
future, Sachdeva stated, “We are gearing
up to become one of the top ten sporting

nations in the next fifteen years as India
steadily evolves into a global sporting
hub.”

Adding another dimension to the
discussion, Geeta Parasher highlighted the
importance of language in education and
personal development. She stressed that
learning through one’s mother tongue
enhances emotional connection and
comprehension, making education more
effective and inclusive. Concluding her
address with the motivational message,
“Never give up,” she encouraged students
to actively explore opportunities in sports
and allied fields.

The session underscored the growing
scope of sports careers in India, reinforced

by the country’s improving medal
performance at international sporting
events, including recent Olympic Games.
Speakers collectively emphasized that the
future of Indian sports lies not only in
physical excellence but also in nurturing
mindful, well-informed, and culturally
grounded professionals.

The interaction concluded with an
inspiring message for students: the
journey toward sporting excellence
demands discipline, resilience, and

holistic development, promising a bright
and dynamic future for Indian sports on
the global stage.
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Gudiya k1 Shaadi : A Folk Tale of
Belonging and Family Opens at DULF

Ananya Singh
Delhi School of Journalism

As Delhi University Literature Festival
kicked off with its Day 1 at Shankar Lal
Auditorium, North Campus, theatre lovers
from across the city gathered to witness
a play by trained artists from the Madhya
Pradesh School of Drama, with the drama
of the day being ‘Gudiya Ki Shaadi.

In alighment with DULF’s theme, “Nation
First: Unity in Diversity,” the performance
is expected to highlight how stories rooted
in local realities can resonate nationally,
reminding audiences that compassion
across differences remains the strongest
bond of unity.

The theme of the play speaks to the heart of
India at its simplest, narrating the story of
Gudiya, a young woman in a Bundelkhandi

town who faces neglect and ridicule due to
her appearance. Despite social taunts and
family pressures, her innocent optimism
becomes a symbol of resistance against
prejudice. When an unexpected incident
threatens her wedding, the actions of
those around her reflects one of the core
themes of the play of “Beauty Within.”

Directed by Sanjay Srivastava and written
by Samta Sagar, both of whom share
Bundeli backgrounds at some of the most
formative part of their lives, the play draws
deeply from Bundeli folk culture, rituals,
and dialect, with endangered musical
traditions weaved into the narrative. When
asked about its relevance to the nation, as
a play so focused on a regional setting,
Mr. Srivastava humbly talks about how
the play may be regional but features the
universal message of empathy, dignity, and
acceptance.

Qadri
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Stills from the play
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DULF 2026 - Where Culture Came Alive

Gauri Nisonko
Delhi School of Journalism

The Rugby Stadium, ordinarily a vast and
unadorned open ground, has undergone
a remarkable transformation with the
commencement of Delhi University’s
Literature Festival on 12th February.
What once stood as a simple playing
field now flourishes as a dynamic cultural
arena, resonating with colour, creativity,
and celebration. At its centre rises an
exquisitely decorated stage, meticulously
arranged for dance, music, and artistic
expressions, forming a captivating focal
point that naturally draws the attention
of every spectator present. The carefully
curated setting reflects not only aesthetic
brilliance but also the collective effort

behind bringing such a grand vision
to life within the university premises.

The venue has been thoughtfully
embellished using eco-friendly materials,
including intricate paper installations,
handcrafted decorative elements,
and culturally evocative posters that
reflect both sustainability and aesthetic
refinement. These artistic details not
only enhance the visual appeal of the
space but also underline a conscious
commitment to responsible celebration.
Encircling the arena are vibrant book
stalls showcasing literary treasures and
diverse food counters offering delightful
flavours, collectively enriching the festive
ambience. Visitors move from one stall to
another with curiosity and enthusiasm,

exploring books, engaging in discussions,
and experiencing a harmonious
blend of literature, art, and cuisine.

A palpable sense of enthusiasm fills the
air as attendees engage in animated
conversations about classical dance
forms, musical traditions, and the cultural
narratives they represent. Smiling faces
across the gathering mirror admiration
and anticipation, creating an atmosphere
of shared appreciation. Meanwhile,
performers adorned in graceful ethnic
ensembles stand poised and composed,
ready to present revered forms such
as Kathak, Bharatanatyam, and Odissi.
Their presence alone reflects dedication,
discipline, and reverence for India’s artistic
lineage. In every corner of the stadium,

one could witness not merely an event,
but a living celebration of heritage, unity,
and creative expression.

Beyond celebration, the festival space
also evolves into a platform of learning
and  cultural  exchange. Students,
visitors, and artists alike find themselves
immersed in conversations that deepen
their understanding of tradition, identity,
and artistic legacy. The environment
encourages reflection, appreciation,
and the meaningful spread of culture
across diverse communities. It stands
as a reminder that literature and
performance are not separate entities,
but interconnected pathways through
which knowledge, history, and creativity
continue to flourish and inspire future
generations.

Stage, Dhoon of Vocals to incredible
Nritya kala

A Cultural

Ashetosh Din
Delhi School of Journalism

The Cultural Council of Delhi University
transformed the Rugby Ground into a
vibrant stage, setting the tone for an
unforgettable celebration of literature
and culture. The Fest kicked off with a
bang, showcasing the incredible talent of
students from various colleges, faculties,
and departments.

As the curtains opened, the stage came

alive with a Kaleidoscope of performances
that left the audience mesmerized.
Students from Faculty of Music, University
of Delhi, stole the show with soulful vocals,
including a stirring rendition of Vande
Mataram. The energetic performances
had the audience on their feet, dancing to
the beat of Bhangra and Folk music.

The performances were a testament to the
rich cultural diversity of Delhi University,
with each college and department bringing
its unique flavor to the Literature table.

S,

Image Credits: Rishi Kashyap for DULF -
Folk Performance #
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The Indian Council for Cultural Relations
and Foreign Students Registry teams
wived their magic with anincredible dance
performance, showcasing the university’s
vibrant Cultural tapestry.

The Rugby Ground, once a familiar spot
for sports, was reborn as a hub of artistic
expression. The Culture Council’s efforts
to curate a diverse and engaging program
paid off, with students soaking up every
moment of the vibrant performances.

As the evening drew to a close, it was

g
r L

clear that Delhi University Literature Fest
1.0 was a landmark event that would be
etched in the university’s history books.
The enthusiasm and the energy of the
students, coupled with the tireless efforts
of the Cultural Council, made for an
unforgettable experience. With the bar
set so high, the anticipation is palpable for
what’s to come in the days ahead. The fest
has undoubtedly opened a new chapter in
Delhi University’s Cultural calendar.

Image Credits: Kritikaa Gandhi for DULF

Folk Song Performance
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Image Credits: Utkarsh Yadav for DULF
Haryanvi Folk Dance

Image Credits: Rishi Kashyap for DULF

Folk Performance
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Between Pages and Possibilities: Book Stalls
Become the Soul of DULF 1.0

Delhi School of Journalism

At the Delhi University Literature Festival
(DULF) 1.0, inaugurated by Hon’ble
Vice Chancellor Prof. Yogesh Singh, the
celebration of ideas extended far beyond
the auditoriums and panel discussions.
Anchored in the theme “Nation First:
Unity in Diversity,” the festival found one
of its most vibrant expressions in the book
stalls that lined the venue, spaces where
literature was not only discussed, but
discovered and carried home.

Publishers such as Kitaabvaale,
Crossword, Edsol Informatics, Vaani
Prakashan Group, Motilal Banarasidass,
and Prakhar Goonj Publications were
among those who brought a rich and
diverse catalogue to the campus. Their
presence reflected the festival’'s emphasis
on India’s intellectual and cultural
plurality. From classical Indian philosophy
and civilisational studies to contemporary
Hindi literature and emerging voices, the
range of books mirrored the festival’s
central theme.

Kitab Wale, one of the most inviting stalls
at DULF 1.0, quickly became a favourite
among students for its eclectic and
affordable collection. Known for curating
a mix of contemporary fiction, timeless
classics, competitive exam guides, and
thought-provoking non-fiction, the stall
attracted constant footfall throughout
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was its approachable presentation
— neatly stacked paperbacks, clearly
marked discounts, and staff who readily
engaged in recommendations based on
students’ interests. For Vaani Prakashan
Group, known for its strong presence in
Hindi publishing and translations, DULF
1.0 proved to be an engaging platform.
A representative shared that students
showed keen interest in modern Hindi
fiction, poetry, and works that revisit
Indian history and society through
fresh perspectives. “There is a renewed
curiosity about Indian-language writing,”
the representative observed. “Students
are not limiting themselves to English
bestsellers; they are exploring regional
narratives with seriousness.”

Motilal Banarasidass, a publishing
house renowned for its scholarly works
on Indology, religion, philosophy, and
classical texts, attracted a distinct segment
of readers. Their stall witnessed steady
footfall from students of philosophy,
history, Sanskrit, and political science.
Many were seen browsing titles on ancient
Indian knowledge systems, Buddhist
studies, and cultural traditions. According
to a stall coordinator, “The theme ‘Nation
First: Unity in Diversity’ resonated
strongly. Students were looking for books
that deepen their understanding of India’s
intellectual heritage.”

Prakhar Goonj

Publications, focusing
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engaged writing, reported encouraging
sales of books dealing with nationalism,
governance, youth discourse, and
current affairs. The influence of panel
discussions was clearly visible. After
sessions addressing cultural identity,
constitutional values, and India’s evolving
political landscape, there was a noticeable
increase in demand for related titles. “The
conversations on stage are directly shaping
what students are buying,” a publisher
noted. “They are not just attending;
they are reflecting and responding.” A
significant trend observed across stalls
was the growing interest in translated
literature. Works originally written in
Hindi, Tamil, Bengali, Marathi, and other
Indian languages — now available in
English — drew attention from students
eager to engage with diverse voices.
Feminist writing, Dalit narratives, and
books addressing environmental concerns
also found dedicated readers, indicating
a socially aware student readership. At
the same time, fiction retained its steady
appeal.

Young adult novels, literary fiction,
and contemporary Indian storytelling
continued to attract undergraduates. The
stalls thus reflected a balance between
intellectual exploration and professional
aspiration. Groups of friends were seen
collectively deciding on purchases,
sometimes pooling resources to buy

buying books became a shared campus
experience rather than an isolated
transaction. Publishers also highlighted
the quality of engagement. Students
asked detailed questions about editions,
translations, authors’ backgrounds,
and even the publishing process itself.
For journalism and literature students,
these conversations turned into informal
lessons about the world of publishing.
“We are impressed by the seriousness
of the readership here,” remarked one
representative. “The engagement goes
beyond price and popularity.”

As DULF 1.0 unfolded under the leadership
and vision articulated by Vice Chancellor
Prof. Yogesh Singh during the inauguration,
the book stalls quietly embodied the
festival’s core message. Each publishing
house brought a distinct voice, yet together
they formed a harmonious narrative — a
reflection of India’s unity in diversity.

By the end of the festival, students could
be seen leaving with canvas bags filled
with carefully chosen titles. In their
selections lay curiosity, conviction, and
commitment to learning. At DULF 1.0, the
book stalls were not merely commercial
spaces; they were living extensions of the
festival’s intellectual spirit — reminding
everyone that the printed word continues
to shape conversations about nationhood,
identity, and shared heritage.
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"This place looks so
pretty and vibrant, It
feels so happy to be at
such beautifully
decorated space"

"l am really excited and
looking forward to
Pankaj Tripathi's
session"

"Loved the way Delhi
University is giving

exposure to its students
through such events"

"As a reader myself,
once my duty gets over |
am all in to listen to
great speakers in the
Multipurpose Hall"

-Chetanshi,

The first day of Delhi University Literature Festival
unfolded with vibrant energy across North campus,
echoing with conversations, applause, performances
and excitement of literary celebration. From speaker
sessions to book stall hoppings, visitors filled the space
with curiosity and enthusiasm.

"Cultural Performances are super fun, and | really appreciate
Students of Delhi University for being so talented"

-Ashutosh, Visitor.

"I actually really liked Danvir Sir's session, it had insights about
cyber attack, Yeah I really enjoyed it"

-Tanya Sharma, Ramanujan college

"Delhi University is giving chance to students to perform and to
learn"

-Harshva, Sri Venkateshwara college
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DAY 1 AT A GLANCE

- A
Image Credlts Utkarsh Yadav for DULF
INAUGURAL CEREMONY at MPH Ground Floor

Image Credits: Kr|t|ka Gandh| for DULF

e . > = Cultural performances at Rugby Stadium
Image Credits: Sameer Anand for DULF Image Credits: Kritikaa Gandhi for DULF

The Heart of the Festival | . Gudiya ki Shaadi play in Shankarlal hall

.

Image Credits: Rishi Kashyap for DULF
Gudiya ki Shaadi play in Shankarlal hall

B R [
121 STRIL No. - N ',z’ |
» ,“v,(j(& +ini el 110089 |

ha el 123@gma|l com [

Capt. (rid)

M s
iiyam Kumar L JCommiore hd)

' %5 Gen. (Rd) O tihmindersr

Nazy 1amber Dayal i m “ -
\ DE M 7] IE% 5
) \ h ¢ i et T
\ « \ Image Credits: Sameer Anand for DULF

s Talk shows with the inspiration of cinema

. Ya
|

Image Credlts Sameer Anand for DULF

,!. b ‘
\ SEE YOU ALL AT DAY 2! . : : The heart of the festival

‘n

Contact us: du |teturefest@admm.du.ac.m | https:// |terature est.du.ac.in/ | IG: duliteraturefest; X: DULiteratureFst; FB: DU Literature Fest




