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M.Ed. Two Year Programme

S.L1.4 (d): Early Literacy: Theory and Practice
Maximum Marks: 1Q0

Rationale: 1t is very important to understand the nature of literacy in the early years. In India many
children depend solely on schools to make their first contacts with literacy. If they fail to acquire literacy
in the beginning years of schooling, then their survival later on is bound to be difficult. Lately, there is a
lot of focus on early literacy in India, possibly due to the increased enrclment caused by RTE act. There
1s a daunting task of providing literacy instruction to a large number of children from varying socio-
economic, cultural, linguistic, and literacy background. Yet, very little is understood about the processes
of early literacy acquisition and challenges of teaching it. This paper will examine early literacy
acquisition from both development and socio-cultural perspective and discuss its implications for
classroom instruction. The challenges of early literacy in India will be discussed in detail.

This course will include field-based assignments to enable students to understand early literacy
development in the Indian context.

Unit one: Oral Language Development

Theoretical perspective on oral language development. Its relevance in understanding hteracy
acqu151t10n

Unit two: Literacy Development

Understanding the nature of literacy development from an Emergent literacy perspective. Vygotskian
theory of development,

Examining the development of various aspects of reading and writing including concepts about print,
spelling, functions of print, and comprehension,

Early Reading in a second language.

I3
Unit three: Socio Cultural Perspectives

Importance of context: exammmg the language and literacy background of children in pre-primary and
primary school

| Exammmg the classroom as a special context of language and literacy

Examining theories that account for differential achievement in literacy. Critique of deficit model.
Exploring alternative models including discontinuity model.
Critical literacy in early childhood.

Unit four: Implications for Pre-primary and Primary Classrooms

Issues related to teaching early literacy: the classroom environment; the teacher’s role; early literacy
curriculum and controversies related to it.
Literacy assessment

Unit Five: Early Literacy in India

Critical analysis of surveys on early literacy achievement.

Status of early literacy instruction in India

Examining the policy documents related to early literacy in India: NCF 2005, Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat
Early literacy interventions in India '

The challenge of reading in a second language in India
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