UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

CNC-11/093/1/EC-1275/25/01 (ii)
Dated: 31.07.2025

NOTIFICATION
Sub: Amendment to Ordinance V
(ECR 07-1/ dated 23.05.2025)

Following addition be made to Appendix-lI-A to the Ordinance V (2-A) of
the Ordinances of the University;

Add the following:

The syllabi of Semester-VII/VIII of B.A (Hons) and B.A(Prog) Philosophy
in the Department of Philosophy under Faculty of Arts based on Undergraduate
Curriculum Framework 2022, is notified hereWIth for the information of all
concerned as per Annextire - 1.

REGISTRAR



Philosophy Hons , Year 4,

Semester VII (To be effective from July 2025)

Course title & | Credits Credit distribution of the course Eligibility Pre-
Code criteria requisite of
the course
Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/
(if any)
Practice
Philosophical 4 3 1 Nil None None
Methodology '
DSC 19

Course Objectives:

1. To acquaint students with various methods that philosophers have used to do philosophy
over history

2. To make students appreciate the importance of both reason and experience in doing
philosophy

3. To make students understand the role of history in the development of concepts that we
use today

4. To enrich students’ knowledge about the plurality of philosophical outlooks

Course Learning Outcomes

The student will get a clear grasp of the various methods philosophers employ.
The student will learn the pros and cons of such methods.

The students will understand the importance of method in the subject

. The students will have a good platform for research in the subject.
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UNIT 1: Dialectic and Rational Systematization 3 weeks, 9 hrs

1. Plato’s thought
2. Dialectic
3. Rational systems

Essential/Recommended Readings

Benson, Hugh (2006). “Plato’s Method of Dialectic,” in 4 Companion to Plato, Ed. Hugh
Benson, Wiley Blackwell, 85-99.

Rescher, N (2017). “Philosophy as Rational Systematization.” In G. D’Oro and S. Overgaard
(eds.), The Cambridge Companion to Philosophical Methodology. Cambridge University Press,
pp. 32-43

UNIT 2: Phenomenological investigations 4 weeks, 12 hrs

1. The necessity of experience
2. Phenomenology and essence
3. Indian Philosophy and Phenomenology

Essential/Recommended Readings

Edmund Husserl (1936) “The Crisis of the European Sciences” (Part 1)
https://archive.org/details/HusserlscrisisOf TheEuropeanSciences/HusserlCrisis 1/

Maurice Merleau Ponty (1962) “Preface” to his Phenomenology of Perception, Routledge

Mohanty, J. N. (1988). Phenomenology and Indian Philosophy: The Concept of Rationality.
Journal of the British Society for Phenomenology, 19(3), 269—281.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00071773.1988.11007873

UNIT 3: Analytical Methods 4 weeks, 12 hrs

1. The analytic turn
2. Regressive and Decompositional Analysis
3. Analysis of propositions

Essential/Recommended readings



Beaney, Michael, 2000, ‘Conceptions of Analysis in Early Analytic Philosophy’, Acta Analytica
15, 97-115 (https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/8967/1/Beaney 2000.pdf)

Optional reading: Beaney, Michael (2014) “Conceptions of Analysis in Analytic Philosophy” in
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/analysis/s6.html

UNIT 4: Reflections on the past 4 weeks, 12 hrs

1. The role of history
2. Foucault on genealogy

Recommended Readings

Habermas, J. (1975). Towards a Reconstruction of Historical Materialism. Theory and Society, 2(3),
287-300. hitp://www.jstor.org/stable/656775

Foucault, M. (1971). The Archaeology of Knowledge, Pantheon Books, NY. (Introduction, pages
3-17)

Suggested Readings

Cappelen, Herman; Gendler, Tamar Szabé & Hawthome, John (eds.) (2016). The Oxford
Handbook of Philosophical Methodology. Oxford University Press.

Haug, Matthew C. (ed.) (2013). Philosophical Methodology: The Armchair or the Laboratory?.
Routledge.

Husserl, Edmund (1964). The Idea of Phenomenology. The Hague: M. Nijhoff.

Marx, Karl ; Engels, Friedrich ; Chattopadhyaya, V. & Dutt, C. P. (1913). The Poverty of
Philosophy. International Publishers.

Overgaard, Soren & D'Oro, Giuseppina (eds.) (2017). The Cambridge Companion to
Philosophical Methodology. Cambridge University Press.

Rorty, Richard (ed.) (1967). The Linguistic Turn: Essays in Philosophical Method. Chicago, IL,
USA.: University of Chicago Press.

Keywords  Dialectic, phenomenology, conceptual analysis, linguistic analysis, historical
consciousness, disruptions.



Eourse title Credits Credit distribution of the course

Eligibility Pre-requisite
Code criteria pf the course
Lecture Tutorial Practical/ if any)
Practice
Invitation to # B I Nil None None
Cognitive
Science
DSE 7 A

Course Objectives:

1. Introduce students to Cognitive science which deals with cognitive phenomena, like
thinking, understanding, perceiving, attention etc. and the processes that underlie such

phenomena.

2. Make students aware of the debates regarding the nature of the mind and how central

language is to the human mind

3. Make students appreciate the debate between rival theories of Nativism and

neuroconstructivism apart from introducing them to the issue of modularity of mind

4. Introduce students to the concepts involved in computational and connectionist theories

of mind and embodied cognition as well
Learning Outcomes
Upon taking this course, students will be able to

Analyze the centrality of language for the human mind

pPoDnp

UNIT 1: Cognition and Language
hours)

Understand the debates between Nativism and its rival theories
Critically assess the arguments over the nature of the mind
Realize the exciting prospects of interdisciplinary research in cognitive science

(3 weeks, 9




1. Language and Cognitive Science
2. Chomsky’s idea of the Language Faculty

Essential/Recommended Readings

Samuels, R., Margolis, E. and Stich, S. (2012). Introduction: Philosophy and cognitive science.
In Eric Margolis, Richard Samuels, and Stephen P. Stich (eds.), The Oxford handbook of
philosophy of cognitive science. Oxford: OUP, pp. 1-12.

Chomsky, Noam. (1986). “Knowledge of language as a focus of inquiry.” Chapter 1 of
Knowledge of language. New York: Praeger

UNIT 2: Nativism and alternatives (4 weeks, 12 Hours)

1. Nativism
2. Neuroconstructivism

Essential/Recommended Readings

Samuels, R. (2020). Nativism. In S. Robins, J. Symons, & P. Calvo (Eds.), The Routledge
companion to philosophy of psychology (2nd ed., pp. 322-335). essay, Routledge. (first edition
published in 2009).

Westermann, G., Mareschal, D., Johnson, M. H., Sirois, S., Spratling, M. W., & Thomas, M. S.
C. (2007). Neuroconstructivism. Developmental Science, 10(1), 75 83.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1467-7687.2007.00567.x

Smith L.B. and Thelen, E. (2003). Development as a dynamic system. Trends in Cognitive
Sciences, Vol.7 No.8 https://cogdev.sitehost.iu.edu/labwork/dynamicsystem.pdf

UNIT 3: Computationalism, Connectionism, Embodiment : Buddhist Perspective
(4 weeks, 12 Hours)

1. Computing as a model of the mind
2. Connectionism
3. Embodied approaches to Mind

Essential/Recommended readings



McLaughlin, B. (2003). Computationalism, Connectionism, and the Philosophy of Mind. InL.
Floridi (Ed.), The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy of Computing and Information (pp. 135-
51). Blackwell.

Kiverstein, Julian (2012). The Meaning of Embodiment. Topics in Cognitive Science 4 (4):740-
758.

Coseru, C. (2017). "Are Reasons Causally Relevant for Action? Dharmakirti and the

Embodied Cognition Paradigm"”, in Buddhist Philosophy: A Comparative
Approach, edited by Steven Emmanuel, 109-122. West Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell.

Unit 4: Modularity and its Discontents (4 weeks,12 hours)

1. Massive Modularity Hypothesis
2. How Modular is the Mind?

Carruthers, Peter (2006). The case for massively modular models of mind. In Robert J. Stainton
(ed.), Contemporary Debates in Cognitive Science. Blackwell.

Prinz, Jesse J. (2006). Is the mind really modular? In Robert J. Stainton (ed.), Contemporary
Debates in Cognitive Science. Blackwell. pp. 22--36.

Suggestive Readings

Bermudez, José Luis (2010). Cognitive Science : An Introduction to the Science of the Mind.
Cambridge University Press.

Mukherji, Nirmalangshu (2003). Is Cyy linguistically specific? Philosophical Psychology 16
(2):289 — 308.

Shea, Nicholas (2018). Representation in Cognitive Science. Oxford University Press.

Samuels, R. (2002). Nativism in Cognitive Science. Mind & Language, 17(3), 233-265.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0017.00197

Karmiloff-Smith, A. (2009). Nativism versus neuroconstructivism: Rethinking the study of
developmental disorders. Developmental Psychology, 45(1), 56—63.
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0014506

Collins, J. (2005). Nativism: In defense of a biological understanding. Philosophical Psychology,
18(2), 157-177. https://doi.org/10.1080/09515080500169686




Khalidi, M. A. (2007). Innate cognitive capacities. Mind & Language, 22, 92-115

Elman, J., Bates, E., Johnson, M., Karmiloff-Smith, A., Parisi, D., & Plunket, K. (1996).
Rethinking Innateness: A Connectionist Perspective on Development. MIT Press.

Turing, A. M. (1950). Computing machinery and intelligence. Mind 49, 433-460.

Bechtel, W. (1987). Connectionism and the Philosophy of Mind: An Overview. The Southern
Journal of Philosophy, 26(S1): 17—41. doi:10.1111/j.2041-6962.1988.tb00461.

Keywords

Cognition, Language, Poverty of Stimulus, Modularity, Innateness, Nativism,
Neuroconstructivism, Embodied Cognition.

Credit Distribution, Eligibility and Pre-Requisite of the Course

Course Credits | Credit distribution of the Course | Eligibility | Pre-

title, Code Criteria requisite

& of the
course (if

Semesten Lecture | Tutorial | Practical (
any)

Critical 4 3 1 0 None None

Reading of

Texts

DSE 7-B

Course Objectives

1. This course is to familiarize the student with the Texts of Indian and Western Philosophy.

2. It discusses the background of the text and how to read in between the lines.



Learning Outcomes

1. The idea is to encourage the students to think and develop the reading of texts of Indian
and Western Philosophy.
2. The students are able to find out the similarities and differences between the style of

Indian and Western texts.

Unit 1: The Upanisads (4 weeks, 12 Hours,)
Prasna- Upanisad — 1* to 3“Prasna

Essential Reading: Prasna -Upanisad translated by Swami Sarvananda, Ramakrishna
MathPublication, Mylapore, Madras. 1922, p. 36-45.

Ranganathan, Swami. (2019). The Message of Upanisads. Delhi: Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan.

Suggested Readings:1)Dasgupta Surendranath, (2018). 4 History of Indian Philosophy, Rupa
PublicationsIndia, ISBN: 978-93-5304-108-3, Chapter III,P28-58.

2) Deussen Paul, (2011), The Philosophy of the Upanishads, Motilal BanarsidassPublishers
India, ISBN: 978-81-208-1620-6, Chapter 1, p. 1-15.

3) Radhakrishnan, S. (2018).The Principal Upanisad,29"* impression, Harper Collins Publishers,
India, ISBN: 13-978-81-7223-124-8.

Unit 2 Sri Bhasya (4 weeks, 12 Hours,)

(Brahma Sutras, Ramanuja commentary) 1.1.1 to 1.1.4

Essential Reading: Vireswarananda Swami (1986) Sri Bhd sya (Brahma Sutras, Ramanuja
commentary) Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta, p1- 88.

Suggested Reading: Vireswarananda Swami (1986) Sri Bha sya (Brahma Sutras, Ramanuja
commentary) Advaita Ashrama, Calcutta, Introduction.

OR
Bhasa-Pariccheda

The concept of 7 Categories



Essential Reading:

Madhavananda Swami tr, (1977) Bha sa-Pariccheda with Siddhanta -Mutavali, Advaita
Ashrama , Calcutta p.6- 22

Suggested Reading:

Annambhatta, (1983). Tarkasmgraha—Dipika (tr.) Gopinath Bhattacharya, Progressive
Publishers, Calcutta,p.13-18.

Datta and Chatterjee (2016) An Introduction to Indian Philosophy, , Motilal Banarsidass Ltd.
Delhi, p.227-244.

Dasgupta S.N. (2022 3 ed) 4 History of Indian Philosophy , Rupa, p. 313-319.

Sharma, C.D. (2013) 4 Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarsidass Ltd. Delhi,
p.175-83

OR
Narad Bhakti Suktrani

Essential Reading: Sarma Subrahmanya ed. (1938) Narad's Aphorisma on Bhakti, The
Adhyatma Prakasha Press, Bangalore.

UNIT 3 To be is to be an idea ( 4 weeks, 12 Hours,)

1. Refutation of Idealism
Essential Reading:

Moore, G.E. (1997) Refutation of Idealism, Philosophical Studies, Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd.
London, p. 1-30

Suggested Readings:
Joachim Harold H ‘A Reply to Mr. Moore’, Mind 16 (63) p. 410-415.
UNIT 4: To be Nothing (4 weeks, 12 Hours,)

1. Being and Nothingness



Essential Reading:
Sartre, Jean Paul (2021) Being and Nothingness , Washington Square Press,p.121-162.
Suggested Readings:

Gusman, Simon (2018). To the Nothingnesses Themselves: Husserl’s Influence on Sartre’s
Notion of Nothingness. Journal of the British Society for Phenomenology 49 (1):55-70.

https://doi.org/10.1080/00071773.2017.1387687

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

CCourse title & Code CCredits Credit distribution of the course EEligibility PPreequisite of
cCriteria tof course
Lecture Tutorial Practical/ (iif any)
Practice
}4Postmodernism 4 3 1 Nil None None
DSE 7C

Course Objectives:

1. The course aims to give students a thorough understanding of the primary philosophical
concepts and arguments of postmodernism.

2. The course will introduce students to an intellectual position, or mode of discourse,
characterized by scepticism toward what it sees as the grand narratives of modernity,
scepticism toward the effectiveness of ideology in transforming social systems,
opposition to epistemic certainty, and the stability of meaning.

3. The course will train students to understand and frame philosophical questions about the
literary, artistic, and philosophical movement that arose in the 20th century and



emphasized on the distinction between objective, scientific, and lived or experienced
worlds.

4. The course will introduce students to the central tenets of postmodernism through the
texts of scholars like Lyotard, Derrida, Deleuze and Guattari, Rorty, and Foucault.

Course Learning Outcome
After successful completion of this course, students would be able to:
1. Identify the philosophical underpinnings of postmodemism.

2. Define postmodemism in its various contexts, including as a school of philosophy, a time
period, and an aesthetic movement.

3. Enable the students to critically examine, and have a comprehensive understanding of the
importance of postmodern ideas for understanding knowledge, representation, progress, the
political, the nature of language, and the claims of science

Unit 1: Introduction 4 Weeks, 12 Hrs
1. Critique of the Enlightenment Project

2. Postmodemism and its conditions

3. Entry into the postmodern age

Essential/Recommended reading:

Foucault, M. (1997). "What is Enlightenment?" in Paul Rabinow ed. Ethics: Subjectivity and
Truth. New York: The New Press. pp. 303-319.

Lyotard, J. F . (1993). Answering the question: What is postmodernism? Postmodernism.: A
Reader, 38-46.

Jameson, F. (1991). Postmodernism, or the cultural logic of late capitalism. Chapter 1, Duke
University Press.

Unit 2: ‘Methods’ of Postmodernism 5 weeks , 15 hrs

1. Deconstruction



2. Genealogy of Subject

3. Rhizomatic Thought

Essential/Recommended reading

Derrida, J. (1982). Différance. Margins of Philosophy (Trans. by Bass, A.), Chapter 1:
Différance. The Harvester Press Limited, Sussex.

Foucault, M. (1982). The subject and Power. Critical Inquiry, 8(4), 777-795.

Felix, G., & Guattari, D. (1987). A thousand plateaus: Capitalism and schizophrenia. Trans. by
Massumi, B.)., Chapter 1: Introduction: Rhizome. University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.

Unit 3: ‘Truth’ in Postmodernism 3 weeks, 9 hrs
1. Objectivity in Postmodernism

2. Critique of Truth in Postmodernism

Essential/ Recommended Readings
Rorty, R. (1985). Solidarity or objectivity. Post-Analytic Philosophy, 3, 5-6.

Dennett, D. C. (2000, February). Postmodernism and truth. In The Proceedings of the Twentieth
World Congress of Philosophy (Vol. 8, pp. 93-103).

Unit 4: ‘Reality’ in Postmodernism 3 weeks, 9 hrs
1. Difference, Repetition and Reality

2. Hyper Reality

Essential/ Recommended Readings

Deleuze, Gilles. 1994. Difference and Repetition, Trans. by Paul Patton. New York: Columbia
University Press. Introduction (pp. 1-17).



Baudrillard, Jean. 1994. Simulacra and Simulation. Trans. by Sheila Faria Glaser. Michigan: The
University of Michigan Press. The Precision of Simulacra, pp. 1-42.

Suggestive Readings
1. Butler, C. (2002). Postmodernism.: A Very Short Introduction (Vol. 74). Oxford
Paperbacks.

2. Derrida, J. (1982). Signature Event Context." Glyph 1: 172-97. 1977b. Limited Inc. abc..."
Glyph, 2, 162-254.

3. Best, S., & Kellner, D. (1991). Postmodern theory: Critical Interrogations. Bloomsbury
Publishing.

4. West, D. (2010). Continental philosophy: An Introduction. Polity.

5. Fuggle, S. (2012). Michel Foucault: Key Concepts. French Studies: A Quarterly Review,
66(2), 272-273.

6. Douglas-Jones, R. C., & Sariola, S. (2009). Rhizome yourself: experiencing Deleuze and
Guattari from theory to practice. Rhizomes., 19(Summer).

7. Sweetman, B. (1999). Postmodernism, Derrida, and Différance: A Critique. International
Philosophical Quarterly, 39(1), 5-18.

8. Rorty, R., & Richard, R. (1989). Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity. Cambridge University
Press.

9. Nietzsche, F. (1873). "Truth and Lie in an Extra Moral Sense," Fragment, 1873: from the
Nachlass. Compiled from translations by Walter Kaufmann and Daniel Breazeale. pp. 53-63.

10. Dumitrescu, V . M. (2001). Modernism, Postmodernism, and the Question of Identity.
Dialogos, 2(3), 1 1-14.

11.Foucault, M. (1982). The subject and power. Critical inquiry, 8(4), 777-795.
Keywords

Difference, Deconstruction, Truth, Subject, Postmodernism, Rhizome, Objectivity, Identity



CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course title Credits Credit distribution of the course Eligibility = Pre-

& Code criteria requisite of
1 . the course
Lecture Tutorial Practical/
if an
Practice ( y)
Research 4 3 1 Nil None None
Methodo
logy
DSE7D
Course Objective

1. This course introduces students to the fundamental methods and approaches in philosophical
research.

2. It will cover different research methods in philosophy, and practical tools for conducting
original research.



3. The course will train students to frame philosophical questions, and develop the skills to
produce well-argued, clear, and systematic philosophical writing

4. The course-teachers shall conduct regular exercises with students to train them in
summarizing, comprehending and paraphrasing unseen passages from different texts across

varied areas in Philosophy.

5. The course will introduce students to the major journals in the field and the citation methods
they employ

Learning Outcomes
After going through this course, the student will

1. Understand the key research methods in philosophy, including analytic and continental
methods and historical methods

2. Formulate and refine philosophical research questions.

3. Analyze and critically evaluate existing philosophical literatu_re.

4. Construct coherent and logically sound philosophical arguments.
5. Write research papers that meet academic standards in philosophy.

6. Understand the ethical responsibilities of conducting and presenting philosophical research.

Unit 1: Types of Research Methods in Philosophy (5 weeks, 15 hours)
1. Methods (Qualitative and Quantitative) and Problems of Philosophy

2. Approaches and Comparison of Methods

3. Critical Theory and Philosophy

4. Indian Conception of Philosophy and its methods- Sravana, Manana, and Nididhyasana

Essential/recommended readings



Chakraborti , N.N. (2018) ‘Methodology in Indian Philosophy’ in P. Bilimoria et al. (eds),
History of Indian Philosophy. Routledge, Ppl15-26

Mohanty, J. N. (1989). Indian philosophical tradition: The theory of pramana. In
ShlomoBiderman& Ben-Ami Scharfstein (eds.), Rationality in Question. On Eastern and
Western Views of Rationality. E.J. Brill. pp. 217--230.

Prasad, H.S. (2019) ‘On Buddhist Methodology’ in L ‘Shravak” and S Rai (eds), Investigating
Principles : International Aspects of Buddhist Culture, The Buddha Dharma Centre of Hong
Kong. Pp 289-315

Marcuse, Herbert. (1989). ‘Critical Theory and Philosophy’ in Bronner, Stephen Eric &Kellner,
Douglas (eds.) Critical Theory and Society: A Reader. Routledge, Pp.58-76.

Fallesdal, Dagfinn (1996). Analytic philosophy: What is it and why should one engage in it?
Ratio 9 (3):193-208.

Unit 2: Conducting Research and Writing Papers (4 weeks, 12 hours)
1. Finding a Topic - Analysis, Textual, Critical, or Application based

2. Raising a Focused Question

3. Preparing Research Proposal

4. How to write a paper in philosophy

Essential/recommended readings

Martinich, A. P. (2016). Philosophical Writing: An Introduction (Chapters 3 and 4). Wiley-
Blackwell.

Unit 3: Academic Writing Styles (3 weeks, 9 hours)
1. Identifying the Journals in Philosophy

2. Writing Bibliography

3. Citations Methods

Essential/recommended readings

































































































































































































































